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ing a princess who was either his aunt or his niece; a father,
however, refrained from marrying his daughter. "When a
princess became a wife of the king, she did not leave him to
go with some other prince, but regarded herself as his sole
property. The case was different with princes who married
their sisters : with them there was no binding marriage
contract, and a princess was free to leave her brother to go
to some other prince, if she elected to do so. Such marriages
being more of the nature of love-matches, the couple came
together for a time and their union was rather of a secret than
of a public nature." x
1 J. Roscoe, The Northern Bantu, pp. 36 sq.